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 Christ promises that He will not "fail" or "forsake"a child of God (Heb. 13:5), but a Christian can 
"fail" and "forsake" the Lord! Max Lucado and his apostate followers at the Oak Hills congregation in San 
Antonio have just recently officially dropped the name "church of Christ." Those faithful to the Lord and 
His church have known for years that Max Lucado is a false teacher and an enemy of Christ. Lisa 
Harrison Rivas, staff writer for the San Antonio Express-News writes in the Saturday, September 6, 
2003 paper these words: "Max Lucado hopes renaming his church, opening new campuses and adding 
musical instruments to the worship service will help bring more people to Christ." 

The staff writer is correct in calling the congregation "his" or Max's church because this group 
who spurns the Word of God certainly does not belong to Christ! One is reminded of the Lord saying, 
"Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth 
the will of my Father who is in heaven" (Matt. 7:21). 

The report continues with the staff writer saying, "Oak Hills Church of Christ is now Oak Hills 
Church, and although the name has changed, Lucado said the church's core values will not." Lucado is 
quoted as follows: "When it comes to strategy, when it comes to approach, we want to do whatever seems 
most effective at the time...That's what these initiatives are: changes of strategy, not changes to doctrine 
or core values" (emph. MLW). 

Lucado abandoned most of the Lord's teaching or doctrine (cf. 2 John 9-11) long ago. His statement, 
however, of "these initiatives" not being "changes to doctrine" reveals his disdain for the Lord authorizing 
singing as an act of worship. Max has successfully convinced his loyal followers that instrumental music is 
an option or expedient and not a doctrinal matter. The Lord teaches otherwise (Matt. 26:30; 1 Cor. 14:15; 
Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16; Heb. 2;12; Jam. 5:13), and Max's church was singing until the pied piper 
convinced them to change by adding the instrument. It is a tragedy that "about 4,000 worshippers each 
Sunday" are content to follow Max down the broad way that leads to destruction (Matt. 7:14). The Lord 
has commanded His followers to "sing" - not "play" or "make music." 

Vic King, minister of missions at Oak Hills, "said the staff doesn't expect a lot of members to 
leave over the changes." Neither do I! Isn't it sad that it is so very difficult to convince brethren with the 
Word of God that they are in full-blown apostasy? King goes on to say, "It's the sign that we are 
changing...We are changing to a sign that more accurately reflects who we are." This is only doubletalk 
from those who cannot bring themselves to be honest false teachers! At least Lucado tells the truth in 
saying that "some find the Church of Christ name to be an insurmountable barrier." He continues saying, 
"A common comment from new members is this: 'We would have come sooner, but we had to get over the 
name of the church.'" 

What a sordid mess and a stench in the Lord's nostrils! How it must grieve the Savior to have traitors 
boast of loving Him while changing the sign because some are embarrassed by the name Church of 
Christ. Who died for the church? Was it Max? I think not (Acts 20:28)! Who is the head of the church? 
Is it Max? No, it is the Lord (Eph. 1:22-23)! Since Christ purchased His church of which He is head with His 
blood, why would it be an "insurmountable barrier" for folks to attend a congregation that wears His name? 
Mark it down, and mark it down well. Those who must "get over" a congregation wearing the Lord's name 
have never genuinely obeyed the gospel and been converted to Christ. 

The staff writer continues, saying, "Most Churches of Christ feature only a cappella singing, a 
tradition King says is based on the absence of the use of instruments in the New Testament churches. But 
for the first time, Oak Hills will add instruments to a new Sunday evening service, which will be geared 
toward young adults and will being early next year" (emph. MLW). 



A cappella singing is not some man-made tradition, but a God-given command! It is true that Max and 
Oaks Hill are adding to the worship - something God has forbidden man to do (Rev. 22:18-19). Their 
motive is crystal clear-the attraction of "young adults." It is a pity that so many today are more interested 
in attraction than conversion. 

The article ends noting that Lucado is asking the "members to spend the next 40 days praying 
about these and other initiatives." It would be much better if all of Lucado's followers could spend the next 
three days in the belly of a great fish - so that they might be convinced to repent and come to their spiritual 
senses (Jonah 1:17-2:10). 

Our prayer is for more members of the body who truly love the Lord and have no desire to drop 
Him from His church! 

 
 

 

 
         
 

  
 


